
 

    Mission Teams 
 

Dear Mission Team and Leaders, 

Church on the Street is committed to not only being actively for the poor, homeless and marginalized, but also to being 

with them. In other words, we are committed to living in community. To this end Church on the Street provides 

opportunities for the church to reflect upon its relationship with its most vulnerable neighbors. This is why we host and 

train mission teams. When your group arrives in Atlanta you will no longer need to worry about your daily schedule. You 

will join the Church on the Street community as we learn to love and be loved by the poorest of the poor. We have 

planned a full schedule of hands-on ministry, training, inspiration, reflection, relationship building and life-changing 

experiences. Every day you will be addressing the physical and spiritual needs of the men, women and children on the 

streets and in poor neighborhoods while developing practical skills that you can take back to your home community. 

As you love the least of your brothers and sisters Jesus says that you are loving Him. We believe that you cannot come 

face to face with Jesus and not be changed. So not only do you get the opportunity to care for your poor and homeless 

friends, we believe that you will also be transformed to be heartbroken by the things that break the heart of Jesus. 

We have learned throughout our ministry that when groups plan to be involved in the inner city concerns arise and 

questions begin to be asked. Let us assure you that out of the thousands of adults, college students and youth that have 

come to work with us not one has been injured or lost. Every precaution is taken to insure the safety of all those 

involved with Church on the Street. No one is ever allowed to be alone and everyone is required to be in groups.  

Below is information about your experience with us, what you need to do, and what to expect. We hope this 

information will help prepare you and your group for a week of challenge, excitement and transformation. If you have 

any additional questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Serving the Vulnerable, 

Pastor Andy 

Pastor Andy Odle, M.Div., Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

Church on the Street 

P.O. Box 54717, Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

www.ChurchOnTheStreet.com  770.634.1122 



 

Things to Know 

Cost  

Week-long Trips begin Monday night at 8:00 p.m. and conclude Saturday morning with breakfast. We do have a 

Saturday morning ministry (Saturday on the Street) that you are welcome to stay for.  It ends at approximately 12:30pm. 

The cost for the week is $350 per person and is inclusive of all housing and meals while with Church on the Street. 

Transportation is to be provided by you. 

Weekend Trips begin Friday evening and conclude on Sunday after lunch. Option A is $55 per person and is not inclusive 

of housing or meals. Option B is $175 per person and includes both housing and four meals. Transportation is to be 

provided by the group. 

One-day Trips begin at 9:00am and conclude at 4:00pm unless otherwise arranged. The cost is $35 per person and is not 

inclusive of meals. Transportation is to be provided by the group. 

Payments 

Week long trips require a $500.00 deposit with your application.  The balance is due at arrival. 

Weekend trips require a $300 deposit with your application.  The balance is due on arrival. 

One day trips require a $100 deposit with your application.  The balance is due on arrival. 

Age Appropriate 

Due to the nature and intensity of this experience a certain level of maturity is necessary. We require that all 

participants be of at least high school age unless previously arranged with Church on the Street. 

Medical Release Forms 

Please be aware of your responsibilities in securing a parent permission slip and medical release form for any person 

under 18. 

Release of Liability 

Upon your arrival please provide Church on the Street with a Release of Liability form for every person. (Form provided 

by CotS) We recommend you bring two copies, one for us and one for the group leader to keep with them at all times. 

Tetanus Shot 

We require that every participant have a current tetanus shot. 

Lodging 

If we are arranging your housing, you will likely be staying at an inner city hotel during your stay with us. Plan on 4 

people per room; however the number in your team may require 5 to a room. This can be determined by the room 

breakdown form (provided by CotS). Please bring bedding and an air mattress for the fifth person. 

 

 



Name of Participants 

30 days prior to your trip please email us with the names of your team members on the room breakdown form – 4 

people per room. (Form provided by CotS) 

 

Ministry Possibilities 

Ministry Focus 

Church on the Street is a relational ministry where we learn to be neighbors. This means that most of our time is spent 

sharing, listening, learning and praying with the lonely and vulnerable people that we encounter. This leads us to “hang 

out” at our community “Retreat,” in the parks, parking lots, bridges and other places that the homeless call home.  You 

will also participate in other intentional activities designed to provide an understanding of life experienced through the 

eyes of the vulnerable or to break down dividing walls between people.   

Ministry Flexibility 

You will be joining us for our daily ministry with the poor and homeless. Depending on the season, time, weather, and 

needs of the day the experiences we encounter may vary and change on short notice. Please be flexible in this area. We 

are dealing with real people and real life where things often do not go according to plan. 

Manual Labor 

We may undertake various manual labor jobs while you serve with us. If any in your group possesses specific skills in this 

area, such as dry-wall, electrical, plumbing, construction, etc, please inform us as soon as possible. 

Clothing Distribution 

We encourage you to bring clothing. Please make sure the clothes are clean and separated by size and type before you 

arrive. Suggested clothing items are: socks, underwear, t-shirts/sweatshirts, hats and gloves, blankets. 

Hygiene Kits 

We encourage you to bring hygiene kits. These may include: travel size deodorant, shaving cream and razor, tooth brush 

and paste, soap, wash cloth, chapstick, lotion, feminine hygiene products. Please separate men’s and women’s kits 

before arriving if applicable. 

Trash Pick-Up 

You will be picking up trash while serving with Church on the Street. Please provide for your group latex or rubber gloves 

as well as heavy duty trash bags. 

Working Together 

We partner with many different ministries, social services and churches in Atlanta to help serve the poor and homeless. 

We may work with one or several of these groups while you are here with us. 

 

 



General Packing List 

We recommend that everything you bring fit into one medium sized suitcase and if needed, one carry-on bag. Do not 

bring anything you cannot carry yourself. The key is to pack light! 

Suggested Items: 

- First-Aid kit 

- Water bottle with your name on it 

- Bible, pen and journal or notebook 

- Personal toiletries - shampoo, soap, toothbrush etc. 

- Shower shoes or flip-flops 

- Extra towel and wash cloths 

- Sunscreen 

- Antibacterial gel 

- Back pack with your name on it 

- Camera 

- Rubber or latex gloves and one pair of work gloves 

- Driver’s license or some form of ID 

Suggested Clothing: 

- One pair of comfortable closed toe walking shoes (athletic shoes). No sandals will be allowed on the streets. 

- Work clothes that you can get dirty - shoes, pants, shirt 

- Lightweight jacket or sweater (depending on season) 

- Rain coat- always assume it will rain at least one day 

- Conservative clothing - no halter tops, spaghetti straps, tight clothing or short shorts. Regular pants, shorts and t-

shirts are appropriate. 

- Come prepared with enough clothes to last the entire length of the mission as our schedule does not permit 

anytime to do laundry 

- Bring at least 2 t-shirts for everyday during the spring and summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing to Serve 

Please share these thoughts with your group and challenge them to think about how they can be applied to themselves 

and to the team. 

Submitting To Leadership 

All team members must make a serious effort to support, respect and follow their team’s leaders. This mission trip will 

be an intense experience and your leaders have an enormous responsibility for your growth, relationships and safety. 

Pray for your team leaders everyday as they will make many decisions (many you will not even know about) and they 

need your support, cooperation and prayers. 

Maintaining An Attitude Of Servanthood 

Ministry works well when everyone goes with the attitude of serving one another. Leaders and team members are asked 

to be servants as they encourage, support, and affirm each other. Ask yourself in all situations: “What is left to do?” 

“How can I help others finish the tasks?” “How can I leave it better than I found it?” 

Prayer 

Begin to pray now for what God wants to do through you and your group. Pray that you will be receptive to what God is 

going to do in you and your group. Pray for the safety of your groups travels and ministry. 

Harm or Help 

One of the most important things to realize is that you are the guest. Many of the things we do will be new to you but 

are normal for us and the people you will meet. Be certain of this: they see groups like yours all the time and are 

cautious about their motives. “Do they see us as projects or people? Things to be fixed or people to be loved?” Your 

team must be and will be different. You will listen attentively to those with no one to hear them; you will learn from 

those deemed worthless; you will touch the untouchable; you will approach them with no other agenda than friendship. 

When ministry begins from this point then we are able to get out of the way of what God really wants to accomplish in 

them and us. 

Religion 

Many people living on the streets attend church several times a day and know the Bible much better than any of us or 

you. Most of the people you will meet know Jesus but still struggle with addictions, hopelessness, and a host of other 

issues. Our task is not to out debate them on theological issues, but rather to love and hear them.  In other words, the 

problem isn’t Jesus it is the church. 

Safety 

 

Church on the Street takes every precaution for your safety. Your group leader will always have the last say on the safety 

issue for your group. If it does not seem safe, we will not do it. Do not take expensive items to Atlanta. Put money in the 

front pockets of your pants. Carry identification at all times. You will never go anywhere by yourself. 

 

 

 



Judgment 

Be careful not to judge the people who live on the streets or in the housing projects. Be careful not to get caught up in 

stereo-types. No one woke up one day and decided to be homeless and an addict, rather people’s lives are filled with a 

long history of situations, choices and circumstances that led to their present station in life. The solutions to ending the 

homelessness for a given individual are multifaceted and have no simple answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Release of Liability 

A completed form for each participant is due upon arrival at Church on the Street in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Name of Participant:         Age: 

Address (City, State, Zip): 

Phone (day):     (night):     (emergency): 

E-mail address: 

Church on the Street event dates: 

Name of attending group/sponsor: 

The undersigned is the individual him/herself or represents the above named minor as the natural parent or the legal 

guardian. The undersigned does hereby consent to such individual taking part in noted activity, with full understanding 

insofar as such activity will involve inner-city missions with the poor and homeless, mingling with other individuals and 

groups and organizations, trips to attractions in the Atlanta area, and that there is always the risk of injury, illness, loss of 

life and possible consequent expense for medical, diagnostic and curative treatments, and incidental loss and expense, 

and the undersigned does for him/herself or on behalf of such minor assume the risk of such expense, and does hereby 

wholly release Church On The Street, or representative of, from any responsibility or liability; and waives any claims or 

causes of action against it or its agents that might arise on account of loss, injury or expense occasioned by any sort of 

accident or any other circumstance involving such individual, and agrees to hold harmless Church on the Street in the 

event any such claim should arise; and the said individual agrees to abide by the rules and regulations, supervision and 

discipline set and applied by Church on the Street or its staff members or other agents at the result of which extreme 

disobedience the individual could be sent home by plane or bus at the individual’s personal expense or that of parent or 

legal guardian; and to cooperate with arrangements for and consent to x-ray examinations, anesthetic, dental, medical 

or surgical diagnosis, and treatment, and hold harmless Church on the Street from any such. The undersigned will 

furnish payment or insurance for any such payment at his/her own expense. 

Please note that Church on the Street staff will not pursue any activities that the head counselor from the attending 

group/sponsor does not deem appropriately safe. 

Adults: I have read and understand the above release of liability and agree to its provisions. 

Signature of Participant:        Date: 

Print Participants Name: 

Parent or legal guardian of a minor, under 18: I give permission for my son/daughter or ward to attend the above Church 

on the Street function. I have read and understand the above release of liability and agree to its provisions. 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:        Date: 

Print Parent/Guardian Name:       Relationship to minor: 

 

 



Housing Form 

You will be staying at an inner city hotel during your mission trip. Plan on 4 people per room; however the number in 

your team may require 5 to a room. Please bring bedding and an air mattress for the fifth person. 30 days prior to your 

trip please email us with the names of your team members on this housing form. Copy this form as many times as 

needed to complete a full list. 

Name of Team: 

 

Date of Mission Trip:      Total number in group: 

 

Room #       Room # 

1 Leader:      1 Leader: 

2:       2: 

3:       3: 

4:       4: 

5:       5: 

 

Room #       Room # 

1 Leader:      1 Leader: 

2:       2: 

3:       3: 

4:       4: 

5:       5: 

 

Room #       Room # 

1 Leader:      1 Leader: 

2:       2: 

3:       3: 

4:       4: 

5:       5: 



 

Room #       Room # 

1 Leader:      1 Leader: 

2:       2: 

3:       3: 

4:       4: 

5:       5: 

 

 

Room #       Room # 

1 Leader:      1 Leader: 

2:       2: 

3:       3: 

4:       4: 

5:       5: 


